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Welcome to the World of Genealogy! 

 
 

 

What is the North Carolina Room? 
Opened in 1975, the North Carolina Room houses many rare and out-of-print resources 
for the study and preservation of local and state history. The North Carolina Room is 
filled with information and resources dealing with genealogy, local history, travel, 
biography, folklore, the Photograph Collection, and local/state laws. Because of the 
special nature of these materials, this is a non-circulating (building use only) reference 
collection. 

What is genealogy? 
Genealogy is the study of family history or ancestry. It traces the descent of a family, 
person, or group through research using numerous types of records and resources. 

What genealogical resources are in the North Carolina Room? 
Our collection contains over 3000 volumes of abstracted records and family histories, as 
well as heraldry and coats-of-arms. We have census records for Virginia and North and 
South Carolina from 1790-1930, local county records from 1740-1868, historical 
newspapers and more on microfilm. The Library also subscribes to genealogical online 
resources such as Heritage Quest and Ancestry.com, which include U.S. Census, 
military and immigration records.  

What will I find in this starter kit? 
The North Carolina Room of the Forsyth County Public Library has provided this starter 
kit to help orient you to genealogical research. It includes guidance about how to begin 
your research, lists of resources, and family tree charts. 

What if I get stuck in my research? 
The knowledgeable staff of the North Carolina Room is here to help familiarize you with 
genealogical resources and can also tell you about advanced sources that may help 
with your research. Online forums such as RootsWeb.Ancestry.com, websites such as 
the Soundex Converter, and genealogical societies and professional groups can also 
assist you. Just ask! 
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