
DOWNTOWN WINSTON-SALEM AND OLD SALEM TOUR 

You can also find this on geocaching.com under Old Hickory Council Wachovia 
Cache to Eagle (#1-8) by eaglescout729 

Basic Information: 

This downtown Winston-Salem and Old Salem historical hiking tour is comprised of 6 geocache stops 
and a tour of 14 eagle projects. You can also find this hike by searching Old Hickory Council 
Wachovia Cache to Eagle on geocaching.com username eaglescout729 - they are separate 
traditional caches and numbered #3 through #8, creating a 6 mile loop (approximately) with about 400 
feet of elevation gain. It will take you about 2  hours 25 minutes to complete the hiking portion of this 
series (#3 through #8). There are plenty of parking options around the starting point for the hike. 

Please remember to replace the caches after you sign your name to the logbook. Always insert the 
scroll back in the cap first and then screw on the body so others can enjoy this adventure as well. All 
of the caches are hidden in a small granite rock the size of a large lemon with the exception of the 
one at the Gateway YWCA - which is a tricky little magnetized screw and bolt). See page 8 for a 
picture of it. Be prepared to embark on your journey with water, a GPS device and other necessary 
supplies (hint: take your pen!). Above all, make sure you obey traffic laws and watch for traffic! 

It took over 70 hours to develop this hike in collaboration with a city historian, the Downtown Winston-
Salem Partnership, Old Hickory Council and other community leaders and organizations.

If you are a scout completing the Cache to Eagle Series make sure you note the principle of scout law 
in each physical cache along with the location you found it in. Each principle is written on the 
underside of the white plastic piece under each cache (except for the one at #6, which you will figure 
out by process of elimination). Some stops have more than one physical cache. You’ll need to 
complete the downtown Winston-Salem/Old Salem hike and visit #1 and #2 in this series to complete 
it by finding all 12 physical caches. 

#3 (The starting point of the downtown Winston-Salem and Old Salem hike) 

N 36° 06.028 W 080° 14.768 

You’ll start your journey on Trade Street close to the heart of the Arts District. You'll have to be close 
to a type of place people would come to purchase all of their goods to find this cache in shrubs 
between the sidewalk you are walking on and Trade Street. Take a minute to figure out what kind of 
tree that is planted with the shrubs. It has blue patches and rust colored dots in the wintertime when 
the bark sheds. You must be standing on the sidewalk to find the cache! Once you locate this 
cache, solve this puzzle to get the coordinates for the location of the eagle projects you'll see next.  

Look at the sign with the three letters behind you. What do these three letters indicate? 
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Now use these three letter to fill in the blanks - figure out what number each of the three letters is in 
the alphabet and complete the coordinates for the next location. The third letter in the sign completes 
the first and third blanks, the first letter in the sign completes the second blank and the second letter 
in the sign completes the fourth blank in the coordinates below.  

N _6° _.12_' W 80° 1_.828' 

Now, head north on Trade Street and then west on 6th to another location in the heart of the city's 
Arts District - a school built in 1991 as a “grand experiment” in partnership with the company first 
created by the city's most famous resident in the early 1900's and local leaders. Parents must either 
work or live in downtown and volunteer a certain number of hours for their children to attend. 6th and 
Cherry get you here where you will find a couple of rooftop planters transported to the open ground 
and the Sherri Fillipo Memorial Garden, both eagle projects, lining the areas between the buildings. 
You'll find these eagle projects by a parking lot between the building with the school and an 
architectural firm.  

If you could travel back to the winter of 2016, you would see bookshelves being installed and a book 
drive going on too! This cache will be just another part of the Memorial Garden next to the parking 
lot. Your next stop (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #4) is approximately 0.3 miles from 
this point. 

Here is more about the eagle projects that took place in this area: 

• Troop 920 scout - Construct bookshelves and organize book drive - 2/18/2016 
• Troop 920 scout - Build memorial garden and compost area- 8/17/2017 
• Troop 749 scout - Build 3 garden rooftop garden and garden walkway - 8/15/2019 

Hint: 

#4 
N 36° 05.948 W 080° 15.019 

From the school (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #3), head west to the end of the 
block, then south on Cherry Street, then cross over 5th Street, heading west on 5th Street. Your next 
stop is a place of worship that used to be called the Mulberry Tree Society. Find the cache to the side 
of the parking lot closest to the church. It is sitting beside a concrete knee wall. Figure out which 
direction you would need to walk to get to the public library and head that way. 

You’ll find the very first Methodist church in Forsyth County right before you get to the Central Public 
Library on the same side of the street. You’ll be able to see some great playground landscaping from 
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The second cache is in the memorial garden on the side furthest from the 
school and in the corner closest to 6th Street with other similar rocks. It is a 
little granite rock the similar in size to a lemon.



outside the fence (eagle project in 2013). Back in 2015, a Scout led an eagle project preparing 
personal care kits for the homeless and another built shelves inside in 2019. No cache at this stop. 
Your next stop is a quick walk from this point along the grounds of this church. 

Head south and wind through the grounds, passing the Columbarium on your left. You’ll see the 
Matthew Gfeller Troop 920 Scout Hut. Matt earned his Eagle Scout rank on May 19, 2008. He passed 
away after suffering a concussion in high school and the Gfeller-Waller Concussion Awareness Act 
was later passed to protect the safety of student-athletes as a result. You’ll find the cache by the 
crepe myrtle to the right of Matt’s memorial plaque. Your next stop is approximately 1/2 mile away 
from this point (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #5). 

Here is more about the eagle projects that took place in this area: 

• Troop 920 scout- Playground landscaping - 6/20/2013 
• Troop 910 scout- Prepare personal care kits for the homeless - 5/21/2015 
• Troop 911 scout- Building shelves - 6/20/2019 

Hint: 

#5 
N 36° 05.973 W 080° 15.508 

From the church (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #4), continue west on 5th Street, 
passing the Central Library on your left, then head north on Summit Street to see an episcopal church 
built in the style of a large English parish church of the Middle Ages. You’ll find it on the corner of 
Summit and Pilot View, but you’ll want to head west down to Jersey Avenue to see the playground 
around the back of the church. A wonderful eagle project can be seen from the sidewalk just on the 
other side of the playground fence (please don't enter the playground area) but you have to be pretty 
small to hide in this all wood playhouse built in 2015 as an eagle project. Back in May of 2016, 
another eagle project created 3 little free libraries for the residents of Winston-Salem to enjoy. And if 
you were to go back to September of 2013, you could see books and school supplies being collected 
for the Kid’s Cafe as yet another eagle project affiliated with this church. You’ll find the cache 
disguised as a small granite stone the size of a lemon behind the big tree facing the entrance to the 
playground (you just have to take a few steps off of the sidewalk). If you get to the shrubs before the 
black vertical metal fencing installed on a brick wall lining the sidewalk you've just passed the tree the 
cache is sitting behind. Your next stop is approximately 1.9 miles away from this point (Old Hickory 
Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #6). 

Here is more about the eagle projects that took place in this area: 

• Troop 910 scout - Build Playhouse - 8/20/2015 
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• Troop 703 scout - Build and install 3 little free libraries in low income neighborhoods - 
5/19/2016 

• Troop 910 scout - Gather books, school supplies & increase volunteers for Kid’s Cafe - 
9/19/2013 

Hint: 

#6 
N 36° 04.774 W 080° 14.475 
From the church (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #5), go back to Summit Street and 
head south, crossing 4 1/2 Street, You’ll walk through historic West End on your way to the next eagle 
project location. From the moment it emerged in the 1890s, West End was anything but your ordinary 
neighborhood. Planned as an exclusive refuge for Winston-Salem’s elite, it is hallmarked by curvy 
streets, rolling topography, and lush natural beauty. It was called the most impressive neighborhood in 
the state at the turn of the century, a place where the Reynolds and Hanes families showcased their 
manufacturing muscle, creating the city’s famed “Millionaire’s Row” of mansions. Other homes were 
built in a variety of styles—Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Craftsman—and no two houses looked 
alike. 

Watch the uneven old brick sidewalk as you pass by Winston’s oldest house built in 1815, the Zevely 
House. Can you believe this house took 7 hours to move on the back of a truck in 1974 from Oak 
Street to its current location? 

Next, head east on 4th Street, then cross over Spruce Street and head south on Spruce Street to see 
Winston Square Park, the Milton Rhodes Center for the Arts and the HanesBrands Theatre (Winston-
Salem is called the City of Arts and Innovation for a reason, right?). Then go east several blocks on 
Second Street until you pass the Park Building on your right. Head south on this wonderful, slightly 
hidden strollway that was recently recreated. It was originally created in the 1970s and called the 
Pedestrian Mall to attract shoppers but with Hanes Mall opening in 1975 a few miles down the way, 
shoppers stayed away from downtown and many businesses closed during this time.   

On the east side, you’ll see Corpening Plaza. Stop and read the sign titled Consolidation of Winston 
and Salem to learn more about why Winston-Salem has a hyphen in its name. 

Continue on the strollway and catch one of the city’s newest bridges crossing Salem Parkway (the old 
business I-40) to get to the next location - because you are already hiking, you won’t need to exercise 
here! This Y also provides programs to the community like Supportive Services for women and Youth 
Intervention Programs. You’ll pass by the Old Salem Visitors Center on your right just before you get 
to the next stop on your Cache to Eagle journey. You will find eagle projects at a place enjoyed by 
brothers - one improved the aquatics center inside and the other created tables. You’ll have to look 
hard for this tricky cache, but it might be easier to spot if you are eating closer to Main Street (hint - 
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look at the first paragraph in the basic information section on this page). Your next stop is 
approximately 0.2 miles from this point (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #7). 

Here is more about the eagle projects that took place in this area: 

• Troop 722 scout- Tables and benches - 3/21/2013 
• Troop 722 scout - Gateway YWCA Aquatic upgrades - 9/17/2015 

Hint: 

#7 
N 36° 04.976 W 080° 14.406 

From the Y (Old Hickory Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #6), you’ll cross the street and head north 
back up the direction you came. You'll turn right towards the Salem Academy and College sign and 
continue down that sidewalk.Walk a bit further and find a stub of a white wooden fence right beside 
where the black link fence begins. You'll find the cache there in the form of a small granite rock.  

Next, head back to the intersection with the roundabout you just turned off of. Cross the street so 
you'll be in front of a primitive zigzag wooden fence with a sign that states George Washington spent 
the night here on May 31, 1791 on his southern tour. You'll find another cache just under the fence. 

You’ll get to explore some wonderful history and eagle projects in this tiny slice of history known as 
Old Salem. Your next stop is approximately 0.4 miles from this point. 

After finding the cache, continue along the fence through the fence opening into Old Salem which 
was originally settled by the Moravian community in 1766. You’ll pass the fabulous water pump on 
your right - no visit to Old Salem should go without pulling down on the handle! You’ll then pass the 
Market-Fire Engine House. Old Salem is home to the first fire engine in North Carolina. Right after 
you clear the Engine House, you’ll see a magnificent building on your right - Salem College - the 
oldest educational institution for girls and women in America! In April of 2014, an eagle project 
consisted of a book move inside the College. 

• Troop 944 scout - Curriculum materials/book move - 4/19/2014 

If you are standing directly in front of Salem College at this point, then north of where you are 
standing you’ll see the College's neighbor, which is another place of worship on this tour, along with 
some mighty fine restored railings! Your last stop is approximately 1 mile away from this point. 

• Troop 919 scout- Complete rail restoration - 11/19/2015 
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Hint: 

#8 (The last stop on the downtown Winston-Salem and Old Salem hike)  
N 36° 05.862 W 080° 14.824 

From Old Hickory Council Cache to Eagle #7, you’ll head west back to Main Street, then north to 
head back to downtown Winston-Salem, passing Winkler Bakery (a customary practice was the 
Church allowing bakers to bake goods and brew and sell beer because the fermentation process was 
the same) and Salem Cemetery (where RJ Reynolds is buried) on your right. Walk up a little further 
and you’ll pass a giant coffee pot (most people think it is a teapot!). At just over 7 feet tall, the Mickey 
Pot (Julius and Sam Mickey created it to advertise their business in 1858) can hold up to 740 gallons, 
or about 11,840 cups of coffee. Some believe it was a hiding place for Yankee soldiers during the Civil 
War. Since horse and buggy times, traffic accidents have been a frequent occurrence around this 
massive vessel. Just after you pass this point, be sure to look up and absorb Winston-Salem’s 
beautiful skyline! 

Next, go west on Third Street and you’ll see a church directly in front of you. The First Presbyterian 
Church, to be exact. Once you reach the front of the Church, travel north up to the playground and 
you’ll see a terrific looking pergola from the sidewalk. And you guessed it! Another great eagle project! 
You’ll find your last cache right by the church’s neighbor, which was the first air-conditioned building in 
the Southeast and the tallest building in NC for several years! You are now a short walk away from 
your beginning point. We suggest heading to Trade Street (Winston-Salem’s Arts District) to get to it. 
Along your way, you will see many boutiques featuring art created by local artists. 

• Troop 722 scout - Construct pergola - 11/21/2019 

Why this course was created: 

This Cache to Eagle series was created to highlight why Winston-Salem is such a special place to 
live and visit. Incorporating eagle projects in this hike was a fun way to show how so many scouts 
have contributed and shaped our city through their projects as well. Through Sarina Horner’s journey 
to become an Eagle Scout, she realized many scouts are in new troops and have not had the 
opportunity to assist with eagle projects as part of their scouting journey. She wanted these scouts 
and others interested in learning more about Winston-Salem to discover the significant impact eagle 
projects have in our community, including many projects that are service related.  

Sarina’s eagle project is a trail marker and the feature in Cache to Eagle #2 of this series. She will be 
one of the very first female Eagle Scouts in the country and is a proud scout of Troop 729. 
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For the George Washington cache look along the fence and find the cache 
sitting under it, but not immediately by this sign. 



While #1 and #2 in this Cache to Eagle series are not in downtown Winston-Salem or Old 
Salem, they are included in this series because they highlight the eagle projects completed by 
the first two females in Scouts BSA in Winston-Salem. 

#1 

N 36° 07.053 W 080° 15.070 
This eagle project is the FIRST eagle project in Winston-Salem by a FEMALE scout. DID I SAY THE 
VERY FIRST?? To the right side of the front of the building you are facing is her eagle project and to 
the left, her brother's eagle project. In addition to constructing beautiful flower areas at the entrance to 
the building, they each raised over $800 to feed the hungry in Forsyth County. She also 
polyurethaned 10 unfinished doors inside the building while her brother painted a mural in the 
building. You can find the cache to the right side of the building as you are facing it at the farthest end 
from the front door. It is disguised as a small granite rock the size of a lemon. Please first place the 
log in the cap, then screw the container together after signing the log. Enjoy this pretty find! 

Hint: 

#2 
N 36° 07.618 W 080° 17.131 

You'll start in a Winston-Salem landmark community that was once home and supporting grounds 
for the Reynolds family in the early 1900's. You'll find the cache at the corner by the sign right by the 
former family smokehouse. Look at the directional sign to figure out how to get to this scout's eagle 
project. The first blank corresponds to the number the letter is in the alphabet (ie - the number 1 is 
letter A, 2 is letter B, 3 is letter C and so on...). First look at the first word listed on the green stripe on 
the sign - the third letter is in lowercase and it is the first clue for the first blank. In the same word, the 
7th letter is the second blank and the 8th letter is the third and fourth blank  N _6° 0_.34_' W 
_0° 16.792. You can walk through this former farm and through the gardens to get to the trail leading 
to this eagle project, which is located past the historical home of one of the most famous families in 
the country from the point you are standing. The walk is just at 1/2 a mile from where you are 
standing. You'll take a left towards the House's parking lot A from the main drive when you see the 
directional sign and walk straight into the woods following the trail. 

You'll find this eagle project in the woods - on the concrete pad that was the outdoor kitchen of 
Winston-Salem's most famous resident in the early 1900s. The scout had to get permission from the 
grounds historian before drilling into the concrete to attach her project. A small granite stone the size 
of a lemon disguises this cache sitting on the trail head marker. 
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It is the first female eagle project in Winston-Salem with wood construction. It took 25 volunteers over 
130 hours to build this structure under this trailblazing scout's leadership. It is the second eagle 
project completed by a female scout in Winston-Salem.  Both young women will be among the first 
female Eagle Scouts in the country. You can find the other eagle project completed at Old Hickory 
Council Wachovia Cache to Eagle #1. Both female scouts are proud to be in Troop 729. 

Hint: 

Special thanks to: 
Grace May, NC Collection Special Collections Librarian for her amazing research 
Jason Thiel, President of the Downtown Winston-Salem Partnership for all kinds 
of help 
Diane Clinard, Old Hickory Council Registrar/Eagle Scout Processor for 
gathering a list of all Eagle projects in Forsyth County over the last decade for us 
to plot and create this Cache to Eagle Course - she has been amazing to me and my 
family through my scouting journey! 
The Downtown School, Centenary, St.Paul’s and First Presbyterian Churches, the Gateway Y, 
Old Salem, Reynolda Gardens and H.O.P.E for allowing us to place the caches on their property.

Scouts in Troop 729 for helping with the inaugural run on January 2, 2021 to make sure the series is 
smooth for all future geocachers! 

Thanks for participating in this Cache to Eagle Geocaching Course! We hope you had a 
lot of fun and learned a lot about Winston-Salem too! 

If you are a female between the ages of 11-17 and want to explore scouting, consider coming to 
one of our meetings. Troop 729 gets together on Monday nights from 7-8pm at Mount Carmel 

United Methodist Church at 4265 Ebert Road in Winston-Salem. 

Peter Hucks - Scoutmaster - troop729@triad.rr.com 
Jennifer Black - Assistant Scoutmaster - scoutsbsatroop729@gmail.com

*If you see any corrections that should be made or you want to share how you felt about this 
geocaching experience, please email eaglescout729@gmail.com. We would love to hear from 

you! Thanks and enjoy Winston-Salem!
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Small rock by corner. If you can't find it or solve the puzzle you can find the 
eagle project by reading through the entire clue to find the waypoint 
coordinates for the second cache on in this stop N 36° 07.348 W 080° 
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